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BENSON THEATRE IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
NEXT PRODUCTION OF SEASON 1, COMING HOME

Christopher Demos-Brown’s 

Directed by Kathy Tyree 

THROUGH THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF 
Mutual of Omaha

Weitz Family Foundations
Nebraska Arts Council

Douglas County Visitor Improvement Fund
Target 

 PRODUCTION DATES 
August 18, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 27 

CURTAIN TIMES  
7:30 pm Thursdays through Saturdays  

2 pm Matinees on Sundays 
August 21st will be an ASL interpreted performance. 

Post-Show Talkback will be Saturday the 27th. 

MEET THE DIRECTOR

Kathy Tyree has been a member of the  
performing arts community for 40 plus years 
as a singer, actor, producer, and director. Kathy 
started her career in musical theater at the 
age of 15 and since performed in shows such as 
“The Wiz”, “Sophisticated Ladies”, “BeeHive the 
Musical”, “Hair Spray”, “Annie”, “Ain’t Misbehavin”, 
“Ella” and “Sweat” just to name a few.  She 
has won several awards for her performances 
throughout her career to include awards from 
the Theater Actors Guild 2000, 2001, 2012, 
2014, 2018 Omaha Arts & Entertainment 2015, 

2020, 2021 Omaha Community Playhouse 2003, 2019, 2020, The NAACP Journey of Hope 
Award 2019 and was inducted into the Nebraska Music Hall of Fame in 2019.  Kathy launched 
her production company “Kathy Tyree Productions” in 2015 where she began producing live 
music entertainment for private events and corporate productions.  Kathy has also enjoyed 
facilitating arts programming for youth through the Morning Star Baptist Church, Love’s Jazz 
& Arts Center, The Rose Theatre and Omaha Performing Arts.  Some of Kathy’s Directing 
credits include “Spunk” and “Tell Martha Not to Moan”, at The Union for Contemporary Art, 
“Homeridea”, “The Fertile River” and “Diaspora!”, at Great Plains Theater Commons, “Penguin 
Problems”, at The Rose Theatre, “Mary Jane”, “Ain’t Misbehavin” and “The Color Purple”, 
at The Omaha Community Playhouse.  Kathy’s mission in life is to ensure that anyone who 
encounters her, always leaves better than they came.

Working with this awesome cast, who each were so committed to bringing their characters to 
the stage, has been a wonderful gift. Experiencing the journey of the characters in this story 
and their life experiences caused myself, along with the actors to not help but question who 
Kendra, Paul, Scott, and John truly are, beyond how they present themselves.  We gained 
understanding as to how each of their personal experiences and perspectives drives how 
they view the world and each other but most importantly themselves. The preparation to 
present this wonderfully written story by Christopher Demos-Brown, took each of us on a 
roller coaster ride of feelings and emotions about race, class, humanity, and authority. Telling 
this story is relevant today because it reminds us that perception, preconceived notions, and 
judgment many times serves as the driving force in how we as a society engage and impact one 
another as we navigate throughout our daily lives. I am grateful to The Benson Theatre for this 
experience, and I hope this story is as compelling for you as it was for all of us.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE



Kendra Kerri Forrester

Larkin Jarod Cernousek

Stokes Jus.B 

Scott Matt Allen

CAST 
in order of appearance

“An estranged bi-racial couple must confront their feelings about 

race and bias after their son is detained by the local police 

following a traffic stop incident. Their disparate histories and 

backgrounds inform their assumptions as they try to find out 

what happened to their son.”

CREW MEMBERS

Krista is excited to be working as the Stage Manager for American Son in this 
beautiful theater. She was last seen as the stage manager and Tessmacher for 
the 2022 Melodrama at Florentine players. She has worked backstage with 
the Florentine Players, Chanticleer Theatre, OCP, PART, Circle Theatre and 
Shelterbelt Theatre. She is also involved in the Shelterbelt Theatre board. 
During the day, she is an IS Asset Manager at Mutual of Omaha. She enjoys 
traveling and reading. Krista wishes to thank her husband and son for their 
support in this adventure.

KRISTA FREIMUTH 
STAGE MANAGER

JOHN FORSMAN 
SCENIC, SOUND AND LIGHTING DESIGNER

Bradley is elated to be costuming at the Benson Theatre this summer! 
Bradley is the Wardrobe Supervisor at the Omaha Community Playhouse 
and just finished his first season on staff there! His most recent favorite 
projects include ‘Dear Jack, Dear Louise’, ‘The Color Purple’, and ‘Kinky 
Boots’ at the Omaha Community Playhouse (Wardrobe Supervisor). He 
made his Omaha design debut last summer at Papillion LaVista Community 
Theatre with ‘ The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee’. This season, he 
is excited to announce that he will be designing ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ at the 
Omaha Community Playhouse. Bradley would like to thank his friends/family 
for all their support and is ecstatic to see what challenges his next season 
will bring!

BRADLEY PESARCHICK 
COSTUMER

Ryan Kathman lives in Lincoln, where he is currently an Assistant Professor 
of Acting/Directing at Nebraska Wesleyan University. He has also worked 
as an actor, director, fight choreographer, dialect coach, playwright and 
educator in Nebraska, Tennessee, Minnesota, Kansas and Illinois. He has 
had the opportunity to direct stage combat in over 50 different productions. 
Favorites include Julius Caesar (NWU), Hamlet (New Moon Theater), 
Rashomon (UNK), Kung Fu Hamlet (UNL) and Peter & the Starcatcher 
(Playhouse on the Square). He is an advanced actor combatant with the 
Society of American Fight Directors and a member of the Stage Directors 
and Choreographers Society. Thrilled for a chance to work in this beautiful 
space on this beautiful script and forever grateful to my family.

RYAN KATHMAN 
FIGHT CHOREOGRAPHER



Kerri is excited to take on the powerful role of Kendra in American 
Son. At the Omaha Community Playhouse, she performed in Shrek 
the Musical and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

(where she won the Bill Bailey Debut Award for the role). Other credits 
include The Union for Contemporary Art, working on national TV 

shows, and hosting BET’s National College Tour. She enjoys her near 
weekly residency performing as the Detective in The Dinner Detective 
Dinner Theatre Show at the Downtown Doubletree. Kerri studied vocal 
performance at Mississippi Valley State University and has performed 

in shows in over 30 countries. In her free time, she enjoys spending time 
with her family. 

A graduate of Communication in the Creative Arts from Dana College in 
Blair, Nebraska, Matt has been living and acting in Omaha since the early 
90s.  His previous work includes Prior, Angels in America, SNAP, Mason, 

Take Me Out, SNAP, Mountain, Requiem For a Heavyweight, Brigit 
Saint Brigit, Linstrom, Mister Roberts, Omaha Community Playhouse, 

Jim, Not About Nightingales, Omaha Community Playhouse, and he has 
participated in the Great Plains Theatre Conference. He also played 

Ryan in Vince Alston’s film, For the Love of Amy, filmed here in Omaha.

KENDRA 
KERRI FORRESTER

SCOTT 
MATT ALLEN



Jus.B is no amateur to the Omaha entertainment scene. Known for his 
rich and sultry vocals, Jus.B is guaranteed to serenade and leave you 

wanting more. Jus.B has released recorded hits such as ‘PartySoul’, ‘In 
My Zone’, ‘Secret’, ‘I Need Your Love’ and his most recent single ‘No 
Better’ featuring Omaha rapper HB! Jus.B is also an award-winning 
musical theater performer who starred in the Omaha Community 

Playhouse production of “Aint Misbehavin”, and recently wrapped up 
his chilling portrayal of ‘Mister’ in “The Color Purple: Musical”. Jus.B has 
certainly been bitten by the “theater bug” and reviews definitely agree 
that he belongs on the stage! Jus.B is an all-around creative- writing, 

arranging, recording, acting, and performing. Currently, Jus.B is working 
on his second studio project with Icon One Music as well as a number of 

collaborations with creatives from all over the country.

A lifelong storyteller and recent graduate of UNO, Jarod is excited to 
be auditioning professionally and exploring his craft in Omaha while 
weighing grad-school. Most recently, Jarod performed in Old School 
Shakespeare Omaha’s inaugural production of Twelfth Night at Site-

One Brewery and assistant directed FAME for UNO’s Summer Musical 
Theatre Academy. This is Jarod’s first production at the Benson Theatre 

and he feels grateful to be a part of sharing such a relevant story. He 
hopes American Son will do for you, what it has and continues to do for 

him--ask questions and challenge answers.

STOKES 
JUS. B

LARKIN 
JAROD CERNOUSEK



BENSON THEATRE COVID POLICY

SPECIAL THANKS

CONTENT WARNING

Pegeen Reilly

Diane Hansen

Omaha Community 
Playhouse 

Nebraska Commission 
for the Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing 

Mutual of Omaha

Weitz Family 
Foundations

Nebraska Arts Council

Douglas County Visitor 
Improvement Fund

Target

ASL Interpreters are Pamela Duncan and Meghann Cassidy

The Benson Theatre continues to monitor the local, 
national, and worldwide incidence of the coronavirus and 
the illness it causes. At this time, visitors have the option 
to ear masks during all public events, tours, and meetings 
due to the intimate nature of the Benson Theatre’s lobby 
and theater. This policy is subject to change. 

Benson Theatre staff can provide masks in-house for 
anyone who chooses to wear a mask when they enter the 
premises. Sanitizing stations are in place throughout the 
lobby and theater. Please practice appropriate distancing 
whenever it is possible.

If a guest has purchased a ticket but tests positive for 
COVID-19, a request for a refund will be honored as long 
as the request is made up to 24 hours before the show 
time on the ticket purchased. Some exceptions can be 
made to this rule on a case by case basis.

Thank you for your consideration. These policies will be 
periodically reevaluated.

[CW // this performance contains adult language, adult 
themes, and a reference to, and audio of gun violence. 
This performance contains a brief sequence of flashing 
lights which may affect audience members susceptible to 
photosensitive epilepsy or other photo sensitivities.]



Proud  
Community 

Partner

609016


